THE L210

Think back for a minute to the days before cataly-
tic converters, EGR valves, and 5 mph bumpers.
Back to the days when you could buy all the gas
vou wanted for 21¢ 2 gallon or a brand new 600
Fiat for $1100. Think back to 1958.

In 1958 tail fins were the rage, Mercedes-Benz was
distributed through Studebaker/Packard dealers,
and Buicks still had teeth. Imported cars came
from Europe in 1958, and Borgwards, Vauxhalls,
and Nash Metropolitans roamed America’s
highways,

The L.A. Imported Automobile Show had long
been the US. showcase for exotic Furopean
machinery, and the 1938 show was no exception.
European manufacturers from Alfa Romeo 1o
Volvo were represented, Nestled between Citroen
and Ferrari however, was a genuine 'forefen’ car;
the Datsun 1000,

This was the US, debut for the lirtle Datsun,
which had already achieved a solid reputation for
economy and reliability in the orient, where they
were used extensively as taxi cabs,

The Datsun 1000, or L210 was basically an Austin
A40, redesigned for the poor road conditions com-
mon in Pacific countries after the war, It was built
on a 2" x 44" box scction frame that featured
semi-eliptical leaf springs at all four wheels, a
reverse Elliot “T" beam front axle, and sway bars
fore and aft, The “C" type 988cc, 34hp, four
cvlinder engine drove a non-syncronized low gear,
four-speed, column shifted transmission through a
hydraulically operated clutch. The solid rear axle
contained a2 5:37 to 1 third member.

Although the interior was spartan, the seats thin,
and the dashboard plain, four people could sit

comfortably in the L210. The seats had enough
head and leg room for a giant, and the car’s four
doors opened exceptonally wide. The huge trunk
had plenty of room for cargo, and the standard
tool kit included a crank for starting the engine.
What the L210 lacked in sophistication, it had in
strength, durabilioy, and character.

To illustrate the durability of this sturdy litde car,
It was entered in the 1958 Australian “Mobilgas
Tral”, the ‘round-the-continent rally, and finished
as the winner in its class.

In terms of sales, the L210 was mildly successful,
Priced around $1800, it sold about 1400 units
berween 1938 and 1960, In late 1959, it was
replaced by the L211, which was basically the
same car fitted with an “E" type 1200cc engine
and a 4:88 to 1 rear axle.

The L210 was successful in other ways. It opened
the door for a whole line of Datsun cars and trucks,
proved to the American people that economy cars
do not have tobe tiny and fragile, and that Datsun
would back up their products with a solid service
and parts network.,

The front suspension was designed for rugged roads —
not comfort.

The engine was manufactured under license from Austin,
and should be familiar to any BMGC fans. The carbon pile
voltage regulator is located next to the ever-present
“Under Hood Light™,

Confinued on prage 10
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L2110 SPECIFICATIONS
GENERAL DATA REAR AXLE
Curboweight o 0o , BE5 kg (1871 Ibs)) TAERE e e Ce s e s Semi-floating
IR BB L , 2200mm (874 in.) T Rl T o o U s ERT:1 [39T:7T)
Track frontfrear , . 1170mm {451 |n IM1B0mm 46.5 in.)
Road clearanee.. o . ... s AB2mm (8.4 in,) CHASSIS
B [ (8 e h e R SEBU'mm {152.7 in.) Frame, ... .. ... Pressed stool box section, all welded
T [ o LR TR e s (B e e o et 1486mm (87,7 in. 110mm (4.33 in.) x B0mm (1.87 in.)
e ey sa e e e 1500mm (88,1 in.]
BB RIHIII, o e e ertare e e S SUSPENSION ) :
Fual capacity . ., 325F(8.6 gal} 5 e . Reverse Elliot “1" beam axle
Semi-olliptical leaf springs
Telescopic shockabsorbers
ENGINE Anti-sway bar
3 e ; 3 e e e e Semi=lliptical leaf springs
AR s e C Type" inline 4 cylindar overhead '.'E_il-\lH Toledos gt Mok abiehhiars
Borex strake . .., . .. 73 x59mm (2.875x 2323 in.} ;
i ; Anti-sway bar
DHisplacement o . v e . DBB mm {60.2 in.) BRAKES
Compression ratio . & . ooy 0 ! ; :
Bhp @rpm. . . ... . 34 hp,ﬁ, 4¢U~[J fpem ll:.!lmng ared, , ... Front & rear 460 sq.u:n;ﬁ{?.ﬂiﬂsrd !n.Jr
Torque @ rpm. . . . . . 6.6 kgm (48 f11bs.) @ 2,400 rpm UM QI@METEr . o oo a i o LS T
Earburetion . . . . . .. Hitachi Snlex; !::a.l;::;.lda{i::h::eirr;a::: STEERING
2y Type Warm & roller
B L o o o i v kb s e A R A ot ST e 18.6:1
TRANSMISSION TIRES
YRR Four farward speeds and one reverse, Erant . 5.00—15/4 ply
Synehromesh an 2nd, 3rd and top gears R e e I et i & 00—15/4 ply
Control system . . . . Remote control, gear shift lever on
steering column PERFORMAMNCE
Gear ratios:  Jstspead. .. ... . faiy 30 Max, speed. . . ... . 120 km/rh, {75 mph)
2n-apeed L e S ..2.40 F Ll consunmption . . . ... o 16.5 km /e, (40 mpg)
ardEpeet e e 1.49 at 60 km/hr. (35 mph)
difiapentt: el s e 1000 Grade ability {Sing) .. . . 0.45
Reverse . Lo ooiiaai i s 5.16 Min. turning radius . .. ... 5ﬂme!r&s [19? inis:)

Another unique feature of the L210 was its carbon
pile voltage regulator. This tvpe of regulator uscs
a stack of thin carbon discs as a variable resistor,
'The resistance is contrelled by pressure placed on
the “carbon pile” with a spring and a solenoid, The
greater the pressure on the carbon pile, the less
the resistance. The carbon pile is normally
by the spring and as current from the generator in-
creases, the solenoid reduces spring pressure,

Since the carbon pile is wired in series with the gen-

erators tield coil, increasing the resistance decreases
generator output, etfectively regulating the charg-
ing system, Of course a “cutout” relay is also nee-
essary to prevent the battery from discharging
when the generator is not turning,

oaded”

Sectional View of Carbon-Pile Regulator
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